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This month your teachers are discussing historical places we have visited
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The Cango Caves in South Africa mEJ>7JUHDOH> T—ERE
One, sunny winter day in August, | visited the Cango Caves. From Cape Town, it takes 5 hours by
car to get to the caves but the drive is very, very beautiful. The Cango Caves are 20 million years
old. They are the biggest show caves in Africa and have more than 4 km of underground halls.
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At the entrance, we walked down many stairs into the first
hall. Some of the first humans lived in the caves 80,000 §
years ago and we could see their paintings of an elephant
and two warriors on the rock wall' The guide turned off all
the lights to show us what it was like when a farmer learned
about the caves in 1780. AOT. FZEFWL DEDREERZ
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We walked further into the caves through small passages, up and down many stairs and through
huge halls. Sometimes it looked like the walls were melting. One rock looked like an eagle feeding
chicks, another rock looked like a demon. Fh/z5 (33 Bk Z R, o< SADIEERZ LD T D LI5S,
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| had a fun time visiting the Cango Caves. There are so many strange, beautiful and interesting rock
shapes. Some of them are more than half a million years old. Our own lives are very short on that
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Before | moved to Japan | worked as an electrician at The United States Military Academy known
as West Point. Now, West Point is the highest academy for the United States Army. It is located
along the Hudson River about a one hour drive north from New York City. While working there |



was able to go to many areas and have my lunch break along the river. West Point is surrounded
by green mountains and it has great views of the river. Although now it is basically a college for
the army, it has a long and important history. BARCE>#IFIE. FAFDT X MR bEUTH
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Before the United States was an independent country it was part of the British Empire. In 1776
George Washington and the Americans began fighting against the British for independence. The
British controlled Canada to the north and New York City to the south. West Point is along the
Hudson River between Canada and New York City so West Point became an important place for
the Americans. The buildings are made of strong stone and brick and you can still see the large
chain that was put in the river to stop British ships from sailing past. The Americans could easily
attack British ships from West Point. 77 XU RHMIZE(CIRDFEIE. 77 AU REKREFEDO—ECTL
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Great Chain Over the Hudson

https://www.hearabouthere.com/great-chain-over-the-hudson/

In the US there is a saying, if someone you trust betrays you or lies to you, you can call that
person “Benedict Arnold.” Benedict Arnold was an important person in the American army in
1776. He was in charge of West Point for the Americans. However, he tried to betray the
Americans, join the British and give West Point to the British. Luckily, the Americans learned
about this plan and stopped it. If this plan wasn’t stopped the British might have won the war and
the United States might not have become a country.
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West Point is a historical place that is worth a visit. Many people visit to watch the famous Army vs
Navy football game, see the beautiful view of the river and the mountains, and learn a little bit
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