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This month your teachers are talking about some of their favorite summer memories!
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One of my favorite memories is spending summer weekends at my friend’s house in Molopo Oog.
“Oog” means “eye” in English and “Molopo” is the name of a river in South Africa. Molopo Oog is a
private nature reserve and natural spring where the river starts. It's a lot like a big lake. The water
Is crystal clear and, as a child, it seemed endless. We could walk from the garden down to the water.
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We went swimming all day and learned to canoe. | think we had more fun flipping our canoes on
purpose to land in the water with a great, big, splash! It always made us laugh. In the evenings we
usually ate dinner in the garden. Sometimes at sunset we went for a drive to look at the wildlife.
Zebra, springbok, hyenas and cheetahs were some of the animals we could see. My friend’s father
drove a jeep and he always let us sit on the roof for the drive. The wind blew in our hair and we
loved being so high above the ground. It was also a great way to watch the first stars come out after
the sun went down. | always smile when | think of those happy summer days!
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Memories of Summer EDE L\

Summer in America means no school. But that doesn’t mean we aren’t busy during the summer. |
remember my summers when | was in elementary school. At 8 AM all the kids in my neighborhood
met at our Clubhouse for Sports Club. There is a basketball court and a sports field where we
played games together. After that at 10 AM we walked down the hill to the lake for swim team
practice. Our community has a swim team and we compete against other communities. At 11 AM,
after swim team practice, we would walk to one of our friend’s house and their mom would make

lunch for us. After lunch we would go back to the clubhouse for our performance practice.
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On the first weekend in August our community has a festival called Regatta. During Regatta
everyone gathers at the beach for events, food and performances. Boys and girls give
performances and we practiced for our show every afternoon at the Clubhouse. After practice we
were free for a little while until the event for the evening was held. Some days there was kid’s
bingo. Other days we bought candy and ice cream and hung out at the Clubhouse. Other days
there was a swim meet and we competed in swim races against a different community’s team. As
you can see, we were never bored during our summer breaks. - Paul
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The Clubhouse A Swim Meet




Insaaf’s column reminded me of my grandfather letting my cousins and

me ride in the bed of his truck and drive through his farm during summer

holidays. He had a vegetable farm and rice fields, and we would stop to

pick and eat the fresh vegetables and fruit like tomatoes, eggplants and -
watermelons - they were so delicious! I can still remember the taste. I always looked forwérd to the
Obon summer break, when I could stay at our grandparents’ house with my cousins for several days.
When it was time to go home, we did our best to hide, hoping our parents wouldn’t take us back.
Once, we walked so far along the river, where there was no car access, it took very long time for
them to find us. Of course, they were very worried and furious.

- Kiyoe

A2 —TDASLZFAT. BRIHCWESEBRD SV IDES(CEETTESL, HROMBARS1T
ZEUARCEZBOWBUE U, ARICEEFRMBEAAENDD. LMY MOFTR XA DR EDEFH®
TN —YZERDOD TCEDFTFIFEART U, AEICEKRULK T, STEZODKRZEXTWEY, HEM. W&l &
HRBOERTHAD TEDIHBNARHINBEELAHTURL, BDRICEDE. ENTNORICENELE SN0
KDE. FARTRIECENZEDTT . —E. ETEBENVZVITEVWENEDRIEFTEHSE, REEHARD
[FBETICHEDDEREIMMI D2 EEHNFET. EE3A. ETELESIN. BI&RSNFE L.

One of my favorite summer memories is my elementary school’s seaside school trip. All of the 6th-
graders completed a 1-kilometer open water swim in Yura coast. Some of us were stung by jellyfish
along the way, we swam all the way to the shore wearing safety ropes and encourage each other. At
night, all the 6th graders gathered for a campfire near the beach. We sat in a circle around the fire,
sang songs, danced, and deepened our friendships. The beautiful flames swaying with the soothing
crackling sounds was fantastic. I still remember the scene. After lights out, we secretly had a pillow

fight and played card games—those things have also become precious memories. - Yukari
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