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This month your teachers are talking about their favorite cities in Japan
and around the world!
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My favorite city in Japan is Kamakura. Kamakura has a great mix of interesting things to do. You can visit
many shrines and temples. My favorite temple in Kamakura is Hase-dera. The giant golden Kannon statue
is impressive and if you climb the stairs you can get a great view of the city and the sea. If the weather is
warm you can take a dip in the sea or you can just take a stroll along the beach. When | visit Kamakura |
also like to try a new restaurant or café. There are many small but delicious places to eat in Kamakura. This

city has a great mix of history and nature so | would say that it is my favorite city in Japan.
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Besides Japan, my favorite city in the world is Barcelona. | only visited Barcelona once but | enjoyed my visit.
Barcelona is near the sea so the temperature doesn’t get too hot in the summer. Barcelona is easy to walk
around and explore. On my first day walking around Barcelona | accidently found Sagrada Familia. At that
time | wasn’t expecting to see such a strange church so | was surprised and interested. There are many
other unique pieces of architecture in Barcelona. | also enjoyed taking a historical walking tour of Barcelona.
There is a lot of interesting history in this part of Spain that | wasn’t aware of. | really hope | can go back to

Barcelona one day.
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In Japan, one of my best experiences was my visit to Hiraizumi in Iwate Prefecture. | visited Hiraizumi on a
snowy winter day. When | arrived, | realized the town was small enough to make walking the best way to get
around. A lot of the magic of this town is in random sights along the roads as you walk from one destination
to the next. So many of the houses, temples and other structures | saw were untouched by modern influence.
| felt like | was at least 100 years back in time. The highlight of my visit to Hiraizumi was Chuson-ji Temple.
Located up a hillside staircase, an alley of giant trees covered by snow led the way and nearly made me
jump with excitement, even before | got to the main halls. The Konjikido Hall, covered in gold, was
breathtaking in its beauty. My time in Hiraizumi is a happy memory.
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museums and the West End! One of the reasons London is my favorite city is the amazing
live theatre scene in the West End and getting discount tickets is easy. Each time | visited,
| went to see two or three shows. In between performances, | spent time in the parks
of London and walked around the neighborhoods. | liked to feed the squirrels in St
James Park and visit Daunt Books, a beautiful historic bookshop. There are books on
every subject, arranged by country, in long oak galleries. A big stained-glass window,
an oak balcony and a skylight fills the shop with natural light. As a book lover, you get
a very unigue experience choosing books. | hope | can visit London again soon. | will never :
get bored of this city’s diversity, culture and history!
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